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In March 2009, in response to the shortage of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) vaccine resulting from 
the voluntary recall of certain Hib-containing vaccines, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior 
Services (NJDHSS) Vaccine Preventable Disease Program (VPDP) waived the N.J.A.C. 8:57– 4.15 
requirement which mandates that children who have completed the primary Hib series and are attending 
any licensed child-care center receive the Hib booster dose on or after the first birthday. The waiver 
applied only to the booster dose. The requirement for children 2--11 months of age enrolling in or 
attending any child-care center to have received a minimum of two age-appropriate doses of a separate 
or combination Hib conjugate vaccine, or fewer as appropriate for the child’s age, remained in effect.  
Information regarding NJ vaccine requirements for school attendance is available at 
http://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/imm.shtml. 
 
NJDHSS will be lifting the waiver and reinstating the Hib vaccine mandate effective September 
2011.  This early notice will afford health care providers and guardians ample opportunity to ensure that 
children are immunized in accordance with N.J.A.C. 8:57 – 4.15 for the upcoming 2011—2012 school 
year.  
 
This update is based upon CDC's assessment of the existing national Hib vaccine supply and will be 
reassessed if the supply changes. Updated information about the national Hib vaccine supply is available 
at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/shortages/default.htm. 
 
Details about the routine Hib schedule are available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/default.htm#child.  
 
Adverse events following receipt of any vaccine should be reported to the Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System (VAERS) at 
http://vaers.hhs.gov. 
 
Information regarding the NJ Vaccine Preventable Disease Program is available at 
http://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/vpdp or calling (609) 826-4860.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRIS CHRISTIE 
Governor 

KIM GUADAGNO 
Lt. Governor 

POONAM ALAIGH, MD, MSHCPM, FACP 
Commissioner 



 2

 
 
 
References 
 
1. CDC. Updated Recommendations for Use of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) Vaccine: 
Reinstatement of the Booster Dose at Ages 12—15 Months. MMWR 2009;58:673--4.  Available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5824a5.htm  
 
2. American Academy of Pediatrics. Haemophilus influenzae infections. In: Pickering LK, Baker CJ, 
Kimberlin CW, Long SS, eds. Red book: 2009 report of the Committee on Infectious Diseases. 
28th ed. Elk Grove Village, IL: American Academy of Pediatrics; 2009:314--21. 
Available at http://aapredbook.aappublications.org/cgi/content/full/2009/1/3.47 
 
3. CDC. Invasive Haemophilus influenzae type b disease in five young children---Minnesota, 2008. 
MMWR 2009;58:58--60.  Available at http://jama.ama-assn.org/content/301/13/1330.full 
 
4. CDC health advisory. Invasive Haemophilus influenzae type b disease in young children and 
importance for all young children to receive 3 dose primary series with available Hib-containing 
vaccine. Available at http://www.scdhec.gov/health/disease/han/docs/HAN-20090318-01.pdf 
 
 
cc: County Superintendents of Schools 
Principals 
Parochial and Private School Administrators 
Administrators of Child-care Centers and Day-care Centers 
Local Health Officers 
Christina Tan, State Epidemiologist/Assistant Commissioner 
Gary Ludwig, Service Director, NJDHSS Communicable Disease Service 
Angela Sorrells-Washington, Program Manager, NJDHSS Vaccine Preventable Disease Program 


